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To Whom It May Concern:

I am pleased express my support for the Eastern Plains Economic Development Corporation
(EPEDC) and their Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS).

A primary concern for communities hit by the impacts of the energy boom is planning for an
appropriate level of development that is affordable and sustainable to their population. Eastern
Montana counties and communities are considering phased-in development of resources, as
many entities were most recently contending with outmigration or stagnation rather than growth.

I have recently participated in several meetings about the issues affecting Eastern Montana’s
economy with Jason Rittal and members of the EPEDC. Iam prepared to work with this
organization, and other regional organizations, to help focus the attention of Congress and
federal departments and agencies on this phenomenon of a boom economy in an area that has
experienced years of stagnant growth or outmigration. Without the ability to focus on a plan of
development, these factors cause severe economic distress and dislocation for local taxpayers
and residents.

Communities and counties have identified priority areas which I and my staff will focus our
efforts: water/wastewater infrastructure, housing, transportation, law enforcement and
emergency services, and education and training. EPEDC will be an important partner in
maintaining a stable but diverse economy as well as improving economic conditions through
cooperation and communication between public and private entities, now focused on the impacts
of energy development. The CEDS is critical to the success of this effort.

Sincerely,
BILLINGS BOZEMAN BUTTE GREAT FALLS HELENA KALISPELL MISSOULA
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